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The Astoria Baseball Foundation was originally formed in 2010 by a group of concerned citizens interested in improving Astoria's baseball program by making field improvements, assisting in the completion of the batting cage facility and helping to fund the summer baseball program.  In 2011, the Astoria Baseball Foundation secured a lease from the city to take over responsibility of the new 6000 sq. ft. batting cage.  By doing this, we took over the responsibility of utility bills, maintenance of the building's exterior and interior and manage the scheduling of the facility while providing safety training to those using the it.  
Since taking over responsibility of the batting cage, the income from league fees and a winter hitting camp haven't covered the annual costs to maintain the facility, obtain insurance, pay for utilities and provide new equipment.  We have worked hard to attain a donor base that has enabled us to keep this facility operational and very affordable, but are looking for a better way to make this a self-sustaining facility.  We have decided to install an electronic key access system which will allow more people to access the facility when they want it and will also provide funds to enable us to keep improving the batting cage facility.
COST- There is a yearly pass or a per-month pass.  The pass is good for your immediate family plus one guest.

-- Yearly pass costs $150.00 or choose a per-month pass for $15.
-- Pass cards will be terminated at the end of the term if they are not renewed.

-- Pass cards will be terminated if users do not follow the rules and any unused time on the card will be forfeited.  
CAGE SCHEDULE & TEAM ACCESS- Currently, Astoria High School, Babe Ruth and Cal Ripken all have teams that use the facility.  There will be no changes for the teams.

-- Scheduled team times will have priority over individual use.

-- Team schedules will be posted in the batting cage and the ABF website www.astoriabaseballfoundation.com
-- Although team practice times are fairly consistent, there may be unscheduled team usage prior to games, or tournaments.

-- Individuals may use the cage at any time that doesn't conflict with a team.

SAFETY AND USER RULES- Please follow the cage rules to maximize the benefits for all users, and ensure the facility remains open.
-- The safety videos must be viewed and the sign-off sheet must be signed by each key holder that is using the facility.

-- Helmets must be worn when hitting in the cage.

-- Hitting should be done only on the rubber mats.

-- Players under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.

-- The pass card is good for your immediate family plus one guest.

-- Individual use should be limited to one hour in the facility, and 30 minutes within one hitting or pitching lane.

-- Please pick up all balls and equipment when done with a session.

-- The Iron Mike uses specialized baseballs that simulate accurate pitches.  Please do not remove those balls, or add any outside balls to the Iron Mike.

-- Please keep the entire facility clean including the restrooms.

-- Sunflower seeds are not allowed as they are difficult to remove from the turf floor.

-- When exiting turn off the lights and make sure the door is locked.

KEY USAGE-  Please note the characteristics of the electronic card pass system.

-- One swipe of the card in front of the sensor will disengage the lock for a moment which will allow entry.
-- The electronic card pass system records the user name and time when the cage is entered. 

-- Once the door is closed it will ALWAYS lock.
REPORTING-  It is important to report any issues to keep the facility in good order for all users.

-- Safety issues, damage and worn out equipment should be reported.

-- If the cage is found in an unkempt order it should be reported so we can correct the problem and address it with the previous user.
-- Urgent issues such as a major safety problem, or a building security problem should be reported immediately. 
-- For any issues, email your concerns to: astoriabaseballfoundation@gmail.com.
ACQUIRING A PASS KEY  
Please go to the ABF website astoriabaseballfoundation.org to access the following required items:
-- Safety and cage use video.  Please watch.

-- Batting Cage Request Form.  Please print and fill out completely.

-- Contact ABF via email astoriabaseballfoundation@gmail.com and provide your name and contact phone number.  We will call you as soon as possible and arrange a time to meet and provide you with your key card in exchange for your payment and completed form.
Thank you!  The batting cage is run by a small group of volunteers and we always need more help to keep it in working order inside and out.  If you would like to help, please let us know!
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